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Welcome to Old Coventrians
It is with great pleasure that we have Old 

Coventrians as our pre Christmas visitors today and 
we welcome all who are associated with them for 
what is the fi nal league game of the fi rst half of the 
league season. 

Our last game with Old Coventrians was (away) in 
the fi rst round of the Warwickshire Cup in the 14/15 
season when we won 21-17 with tries from Marko 
Stanojevic, Rhys Jones & Bobby Thompson. In the 
league we last played Old Coventrians in the 04/05 
season when we both resided in Mids 2 west (level 6), 
Kenilworth winning both the home and away games 
to fi nish 5th in the league to Old Coventrians 11th. 
We also played that season in an early round of the 
Intermediate Cup.

Old Coventrians came into this league courtesy 
of fi nishing second to Rugby St Andrews in Mids 3 
west south last season when they won sixteen of their 
twenty two games. They are clearly fi nding life tough 
(citing injuries and non-availabilities) and of their ten 
games to date they have won only one, against 
Southam at home, 31-10 and currently lie in 12th 
spot. They have scored 171 points and conceded 
346. Their captain is Elliott Sheepy, with Paul 
Wilkes the vice captain. They are coached by Al 
Roberts (who has also coached Warwickshire 
and Leamington) and he is assisted by Marc 

Thomas, Earlier this season they lost to Olney in the 
Intermediate Cup, 10-40. 

One very big connection between our clubs is the 
late Wal Prescott who played for Old Coventrians as 
well as being their Treasurer for a while. There is no 
news yet of the Wal Prescott Memorial game between 
our Vets sides and hopefully this will be arranged in 
the New Year . 

CHRISTMAS LUNCH
Today is our annual Christmas Lunch and we 

welcome all eighty guests to the club and hope you all 
enjoy our fi ne beer and wine and food and fi nd yourself 
a nice ‘prize’ in our blind auction. We thank all those 
who have donated prizes and these include:

Andrew Whiting Wealth Consultancy - Peach 
Pubs (Almanack; One Elm; Star & Garter; Rose & 
Crown) - The Cross -T he Kenilworth - The Queen 
and Castle - Kenilworth Golf Club - Frederick 
Cooper - Virgins and Castle-Purity Brewery - 
The Gallery - Wasps RFC - Burnsall Engineering - 

Masala Club - Alexa Lauren Patisserie
Later tonight our players are having their 

Christmas Party with a very strange theme 
– any new player has to dress as an animal, 
those who are nearly new are Farmer’s 

Wives and the old stagers are Farmers! 
Whatever happened to film stars!

Action from Leamington

A very merry Christmas and a happy New Year to everyone!
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SEASON STATS TO DATE
Team Top kicker Top try scorer Total points stats

1st XV Josh Emery (22c, 6p):  Mikkel Andresen & Josh Emery, 77 
  62 (61%)  Ed Hannam (9)  p12, w11, l1

COLTS Geraint Green & Ryka Sekhavati & Geraint Green, 28   
 Dan Sibley (4c): 8 Henry Woods (5)  p8, w6, l2

2nd XV Henry Horbill (8c): 16 Neil Sutherland, Cory Neil Sutherland, 39  
   Joy & Sam Williams (5)  p6, w5, l1

PIRATES Andy Fox (2c), 4 Andy Fox & Luke Brown (2) Andy Fox, 14 p1, w1

LADIES Becki Lewis (17c): 34 Sophie Henry (8) Sophie Henry, 40 p9, w3, l6
Weekly stats are posted on the notice board with monthly stats on the web site.

MIDLANDS 2 West (South)
Team  P      W      D      L     PF     PA Pts 
Kenilworth                      10      9      0      1    319    136      44
Kidderminster                   10      9      0      1    336    173     44
Nuneaton Old Edwardians         10      8      0      2    253    180      38
Old Laurentians                 10      8      0      2    270    191      37
Earlsdon                        10      7      0      3    241    164      33
Silhillians                     10      4      0      6    234    202      23
Barkers Butts                   10      4      0      6    233    245      21
Evesham                         10      4      0      6    146    242      19
Leamington                      10      3      0      7    215    225     19
Rugby St Andrews                10      2      0      8    181    356      10
Southam                         10      1      0      9    145    284      9
Old Coventrians                 10      1      0      9    171    346     6

THIS WEEKS OTHER FIXTURES
Barkers Butts v Silhillians
Earlsdon v Rugby St Andrews
Evesham v Old Laurentians
Kidderminster v Nuneaton Old Eds
Southam v Leamington

MIDLANDS 2 West (South)
It is all very exciting as we maintain our top spot in 

the league on points difference from Kidderminster and 
now six points ahead of Nuneaton Old Eds and seven 
over Old Laurentian. There is a big game at the top this 
week when Nuneaton Old Eds travel to Kidderminster 
and we clearly hope that Jimmy Gopperth’s side can 
take something from the game. You will note that 
we have now played all of the teams from 2nd to 6th 
away from home. At the foot are today’s visitors Old 
Coventrians who are three points adrift of Southam 
and four from Rugby St Andrews.

In the league above Scunthorpe are heading 
Midlands Premier from Bridgnorth and Newport with 
Syston and Doncaster Phoenix at the foot. In Mid 1 
west Newbold are joint leaders with Bromsgrove 
with Longton, Malvern and Moseley Oak occupying 
the bottom three spots.

In our feeder league (Mids 3 west south) Old 

Leamingtonians are leading from Pinley with Dunlop, 
Coventry Welsh and Upton on Severn all at the foot. 
A worrying aspect of this league is the number of 
‘walkovers’ that are being awarded - there being three 
last week and one the week before, Dunlop, Upton 
and Old Yardleians being unable to fi eld teams. This is 
currently a very big problem at second XV level and to 
see it spreading to fi rst XV’s at level 8 is quite alarming. 

LADIES
Our Ladies have only played one game (since our 

last programme) and that was a league game away at 
third placed Bletchley who raced into a 33-0 lead in 
as many minutes but our girls held out till half-time. 
In the second half they came back strongly with three 
converted tries and did themselves proud eventually 
going down 21-52 and ‘winning’ the second half 21-
19! The try scorers were Becky Hill, Maddie Rendall 
& Siobhan Alison-Moore with Becky Lewis successful 
with three conversions. Tomorrow they play Bletchley 
again, this time in the Intermediate Cup at home, 2pm 
kick off.

The Ladies Coach, Tim Burden, is taking a few 
months off rugby for health reasons and Dave Ellis, 
Tony Timms & Steve Haines will all be helping out 
with coaching and match preparation in his absence. 
If you are a qualifi ed coach and think you can help the 
Ladies then please contact Caz Spence on cdsspence@
hotmail.co.uk The club wishes Tim a speedy recovery 
and look forward to seeing him prowling the touchline 
again soon.

RFU INTERMEDIATE CUP: 
WARWICKSHIRE SHIELDS

We are now in the last four of the Midlands 
Division of the RFU Intermediate Cup and have been 
drawn away to Olney on the 19th January. The other 
semi fi nal is Kidderminster at home to Old Laurentian. 
Olney are currently riding high in Mids 2 east (south) 
where they lead the league (on point’s difference from 
Market Harborough) with an identical record to us, won 
9 and lost 1, scoring 328 points with 156 against. We 
last played them in a fi rst round tie at Kenilworth early 
in the 17/18 season, losing 14-22. We were missing 
a few that day and here is hoping, being potentially 
only three games away from Twickenham, we can put 
out a full strength squad and give this cup a real go.

The Midlands Final (against either Kidderminster 
or Old Laurentian) will then take place on 16th March 
with the winners taking on the North Division winners 
on the 20th April for a place at Twickenham. There are 
reserve weekends of 9th & 23rd Feb in case of adverse 
weather. I have checked the Northern Division for 
potential opponents and it would appear that there 
are now only six teams participating in two pools, 
these being Novocastrians, South Shields Westoe, Old 
Rishworth & Bolton, Aspatria, Bowdon.

Our fi rst round Warwickshire Shield game with Old 

Laurentian has now been arranged for Wednesday 19th 
Dec. Should we be successful then the next round is 
down for 20th Jan but this (and subsequent rounds) will 
need to be changed due to our continued Intermediate 
Cup involvement. The semi fi nal is down for 24th Feb 
with the fi nal on 16th March.

In the Second XV Shield we are now in the last 
four along with Spartans, Leamington and Silhillians 
with the draw being made early in the New Year. The 
semi fi nal is to be played on 27th Jan with the fi nal 
down for 3rd March.

NEXT FEW WEEKS
After our cup game on Wednesday we have a 

couple of weeks off over the Festive period and our 
next league game is at Rugby St Andrews on the 5th 
Jan. They continue to play at Ashlawn Road, Rugby, 
CV22 5QQ. We then return home for a game against 
Silhillians on the 12th Jan.

SANTA SEVENS
Next Thursday night (20th) we are hosting (on the 

main pitch) our annual Santa 7’s and we have teams 
representing our U14s, U15s, U16s, Colts, Barbarians 
and Senior men (2 squads). Our Ladies will provide the 
essential female element each squad is to have and 
may well participate with a team of their own. It will all 
kick off at 6.15 and be over by 8.30, followed by some 
Carol Singing in the bar. This is always a good night! 

Action from Nuneaton Old Eds

Josh Emery
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Old Coventrians
LAST TEN LEAGUE GAMES:LLLWLLLLLL
Black, Red and Gold. Black shorts.

1..............................................................

2..............................................................

3..............................................................

4..............................................................

5..............................................................

6..............................................................

7..............................................................

8..............................................................

9..............................................................

10............................................................

11............................................................

12............................................................

13............................................................

14............................................................

15............................................................

16............................................................

17............................................................

18............................................................

Kenilworth
LAST TEN LEAGUE GAMES: WWWWLWWWWW

Blue with Yellow Flashes

1....................................... Rhidian Booth

2............................................Harry Abell

3.................................... David Bromfi eld

4.............................. Tondhi Mpambashe

5...........................................Nick Gerber

6........................................ Sam Harrison

7...................................Mikkel Andresen

8..............................Bobby Thompson (c)

9.................................Gareth Renowden

10...........................................Alex Selby

11......................................... Josh Emery

12..........................................Ed Hannam

13......................................Tom Naismith

14....................................... Josh O’Brien

15......................................... Garrett Bell

16........................................... Jack Read

17.................................. Andy MacIntyre

18..................................... Ollie Sharples

Player Sponsors
Player Sponsor

Edward Hannam Rapport Design 

Bobby Thompson  Hannam’s Removals 

Matthew Gibson FitnessWorx 

Alex Selby EHB Residential td 

Adam Turner  The Bright Media Agency

Edward Hunter Bear Cleaning Services 

Mikkel Andresen Eden Electrical Services

Rhys Jones Smith Jones Solicitors

Sam Went OCD (Outside Cleaning Direct) 

Marcus Andrew Harris Lamb 

Ollie Burman Groundwater Dynamics 

Will Johnson Kenilworth RFC

Today’s referee: 
Richard Bonner

Warwickshire Society

Player Sponsor

Nick Gerber Mrs Helen Shaw 

Gareth Renowden Mr Adam Turner

Harry Abell  Harrison Beale & Owen

Jonny Openshaw Drohan Builders Ltd 

Dan Roberts A.P Tree Surgeons 

Charlie Stevens Long Compton Abbatoir Ltd 

Jai Purewal  Frederick Cooper Ltd

Rob Thomason Kenilworth M&J U14s

Ross Lowthian  Lowthian Builders Ltd

Dan Careless  Prostate Cancer UK

The Teams for 15th December 2018

To request a quote, arrange a meeting 
or to visit our facilities, please get in touch: 

E: enquiries@emmersonpress.co.uk
T: 01926 854400

www.emmersonpress.co.uk

High quality print
Fast turnaround times
Friendly & professional

service

TEAM NOT AVAILABLE AT TIM
E OF GOING TO PRESS
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We retained the No1 spot 
in the league courtesy of a 
very late Mikkel Andresen try 
when were all thinking of an 
Earlsdon déjà vu!

We are in the last four of 
the Midlands Division of 
the Intermediate Cup and 
potentially only three games 
from a fi nal at Twickenham – 
no holidays boys!

We have now played fi ve of 
the top six teams away from 
home (winning four) and they 
now have to visit Glasshouse 
Lane in the 2nd part of 
season. 

Our fi rst XV are playing at Old 
Laurentian on Wednesday 
19th in the fi rst round of the 
Warwickshire Shield, a big 
support would be good!

We are holding a Burns Night 
on the 25th January and this 
is always a very popular and 
good event to attend. There 
is even a piper! 

Congratulations to Nick 
Gerber who played his 50th 
game for Kenilworth fi rst XV 
last week at Nuneaton Old 
Eds – further milestones to 
follow!

TONIGHT’S LOTTERY NUMBERS

1

4

6

19

25

50

WHAT’S ON AT KRFC
16th Dec Santa visits KRFC!  11am

16th Dec Ladies v Bletchley, Int Cup 2.00pm

19th Dec v Old Laurentian, away, 
 Warwickshire Shield 7.00pm

20th Dec SANTA 7’s followed by 
 Carol Singing 6.00pm+

24th Dec Christmas Eve at KRFC 6pm+

26th Dec Boxing Day at KRFC 1pm+

5th Jan Colts v Barkers Butts 2.15pm

6th Jan Ladies v Lichfi eld II’s 2.00pm

12th Jan v Silhillians 2.15pm

13th Jan Ladies v Buckingham Swans  2.00pm

19th Jan Olney away, Int Cup semi-fi nal 2.00pm

20th Jan Ladies DS v Old Newtonians 2.00pm

25th Jan Burns Night 7.00pm

We have both BT Sport and Sky Sports so all 
rugby that is available will be shown.  

www.kenilworthrugby.co.uk

KENILWORTH RFC 1ST FIXTURES 
2018/2019

Date Opposition For Agst. Pos.

08 09 18  Old Laurentian (a) 34 16 3rd 
15 09 18 Rugby St Andrews (h) 62 22 1st
22 09 18   
29 09 18 Silhillians (a) 24 14 1st
06 10 18 Barkers Butts (h) 59 21 1st
13 10 18 Wolverhampton (h) 24 22 Int Cup
20 10 19 Earlsdon (a) 18 19 3rd
27 10 18 Evesham (h) 21 7 2nd
03 11 18 Southam (a) 36 6 2nd
10 11 18 Stafford 39 7 Int Cup 
17 11 18 Kidderminster (a) 27 14 1st
24 11 18 Market R. & Louth (h) HWO  Int Cup
01 12 18 Leamington (h) 20 5 1st
08 12 18 Nuneaton Old Eds (a) 20 12 1st
15 12 18 Old Coventrians (h) 
19 12 18 Old Laurentian (a) War Shield
05 01 19 Rugby St Andrews (a)  
12 01 19 Silhillians (h)  
19 01 19 Olney (a) Int Cup - Mids semi-fi nal
26 01 19 Barkers Butts (a)  
02 02 19 Earlsdon (h)  
09 02 19 Int Cup, reserve date  
16 02 19 Evesham (a)  
23 02 19 Int Cup, reserve date  
02 03 19 Southam (h)  
09 03 19 Kidderminster (h)   
16 03 19 Int Cup, Midlands Final  
23 03 19 Leamington (a)  
30 03 19 Nuneaton Old Eds (h)  
06 04 19 Old Coventrians (a)  
13 04 19 Old Laurentian (h)  
20 04 19 Int Cup, semi-fi nal v North  
27 04 19 League play-off  
04 05 19 Int Cup Final
Played: 12, Won:  11, Lost: 1, Drawn: 0, 
Pts for: 382, Pts agst: 165 

LAST FEW WEEKS
Two more league wins to report for the 1st XV 

over Leamington and Nuneaton Olds Eds and we have 
maintained our top spot, albeit on points difference.

The Leamington game was always going to be a 
hard slog and this it proved to be, not helped by losing 
both Bobby Thompson and Ollie Burman from a fi rst 
minute collision (and the referee not allowing Bobby 
back onto the pitch despite having been cleared by an 
HIA). We eventually won 20-5 with two tries for 100 
game man Ed Hannam. Josh Emery converted both tries 
and also slotted two penalties. This sent us to 3rd place 
Nuneaton Old Eds in good spirits and in front of a big 
travelling support we again did the business over one 
of our big rivals, winning 20-12 with tries from Josh 
O’Brien, Josh Emery, Gaz Renowden and, in the last 
minute for a bonus point (to keep us top of the league), 
Mikkel Andresen. 

Our second XV defeated Leamington and, to 
complete a clean sweep against our nearest rivals the 
Colts also came away with a 50-6 win. On the night 
before our Leamington game our Pirates were down 
to play Leamington Vets but they cried off earlier in 
the week. Dominic worked hard to get another fi xture 
and came up with a very youthful Berkswell & Balsall 
side who made it clear from very early on they wanted 
to win the game. However our boys scored a last 
minute try to secure the victory 44-43 with the scorers 
demonstrating some of the guys who played for us on 
the night -  Mat Davies, Luke Brown (2), Andy Fox (2), 
James Hersey, Dom Carrick & Nick Smith. 

KENILWORTH EAST DEVELOPMENT PLAN
Those that live close to the rugby club should have 

received a note from Warwick DC re the “Land East of 

Kenilworth Development Brief” and this clearly affects 
our two pieces of land, the main pitch and the Rocky 
Lane (Cowpatch) site. We are now in the Consultation 
Period for this and this ends in mid January. The club 
are planning to submit comments on the Development 
Brief and we ask that if you have some input, and it 
affects the club, then you contact Mike Blakeman on 
michaelblakeman127@btinternet.com to include it in 
our response. The documents that have been sent out 
can be seen on our web site (Weekly News for 7th Dec).

CHRISTMAS PRESSIES!
Our Coach Dave Ellis is offering a 15% discount on 

items bought through his web site,  https://ellisrugby.
com/, and using a special voucher which can be found 
on our web site (Weekly News for 7th Dec). Please 
also remember about our own on-line store, O’Neills, 
for KRFC related clothing https://www.oneills.com/
shop-by-team/rugby/rugby-union/kenilworth-rfc.html

Mikkel’s fi nal try at Nuneaton OE

Well-known Pirates
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Peacock’s Corner

Action at Stratford

BE AWARE OF UNITENDED CONSEQUENCES? 
This week the English Premiership Clubs were sniffi ng 
around a £200 million windfall from venture capitalists 
CVC. Clearly CVC see a huge commercial opportunity to 
leverage more money out of English rugby’s Premiership 
brand. But is the intention to bring more skills into the 
commercial side of rugby, and incentivise a focused 
money-maker, to make even more for the Clubs? 

Well CVC will be doing well if they can turn the 
fi nancial fortunes of the Premiership clubs around. In 
the 2016/2017 fi nancial year Premiership clubs had 
debts of more than £245m and they recorded overall 
total losses of £28.5m. 

The fear is that the money will go towards spiralling 
wage bills. Total wages paid by the Clubs in the 
2016/2017 season was £120.4m. Since then we know 
that wages have ballooned. 

All sides need to be careful when splashing the 
cash. Just look up the road at Wasps. Cipriani left 
because they could not afford his wages and a cull of 
other senior players was implemented to bring costs 
under control. 

Then a rumoured £1.5 million has been trousered 
by Lima Sopoaga. Good investment or not? Poor 
performances and rising ticket prices have seen crowd 
sizes tumble at the Ricoh. They have mounting debts 
approaching £50m so their room to manoeuvre and 
attract the best is becoming severely restricted. We 
only have to look at their tenants to see what a few 
wrong moves can do.  

Admittedly Wasps unlike other Clubs have a strong 
asset base and have a commitment to build a stronger 
foundation in the Coventry and Warwickshire area, but 
huge wage demands can take their toll and could see 
fi nancial security change with the wind. 

If you add to growing Premiership debt the losses 
that were unveiled by the RFU last month of £30.9m,  
and making 54 staff redundant, then there is cause for 
concern around the whole game. 

The RFU’s fi nancial statement for the year ending June 
2018, a period where England’s form declined on the pitch, 
saw annual income fall by £12.5m. A question mark must 
hang over the former RFU chief executive, Steve Brown, 
who decided to quit for his “own reasons” and defi nitely 
not because the RFU might have blown a pile of dough on 
piss poor management and total incompetence. 

There is a strong case for bringing in skilled sports 
management. CVC’c experience of dealing with the egos 
of F1 boosted earnings for team owners in that sport. 
Where they came unstuck was in looking to build a new 
audience that was more post millennial with changing 
habits and less respect for traditions. 

Will the new Premiership partners see a future for 
the Premiership clubs in European rugby? While it is an 
exciting format, English clubs are fi nding it diffi cult to 
keep up with and they’re perhaps more concerned about 
retaining a Premiership position. 

Given the talk around bringing the Premiership 
and Championship together more it seems that 
there are moves towards keeping income generation 
focused on English rugby. So I could see a CVC-led 
management wanting to leverage greater value from 
their Premiership assets and not sharing the spoils with 
our Celtic and Gaelic cousins. 

Having watched last weekend’s European rugby 
that would be a great shame. It seems teams throw 
everything and the kitchen sink and give the mother 
of all performances when it counts. There is no doubt 
that the Irish sides have worked out how to maximise 
their true potential when focused around the European 
games. They peak at the right time and see the goal of 
European success as the pinnacle of club rugby. 

In England, looming Premiership matches now 
seem to hold more signifi cance than European games. 
Would Gloucester have traded their European win at 
Sandy Park for a Premiership win at Sandy Park. I think 
they would. 

But we must not lose sight of the fact that the 
pinnacle of the game is International Test Rugby 
matches. Throughout the year meaningful internationals 
generate huge crowds and tanker loads of money. 
The Rugby World Cup will also be one of the top 
competitions in sport during 2019. 

Since the professional era barged its way into rugby 
union there has been a struggle to balance the demands 
of tradition with professional rewards. The 55 Old Farts 
don’t rule the game any longer and our leading Clubs 
now want more than just a game. The consequences 
of CVC could create pressures that challenge the 
traditional structures, just look at football and the 
confl ict between the FA and the Premier League clubs. 


